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June 27, 1972

P | Mr. Richard Helms, Director
.~ Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C.

. Dear Mr. Helms:

I am publicly releasing today substantial new evidence
that indicates that U.s. pilots flying CIA-operated helicopters
have been smuggling opium inside Laos. These allegations
oL ~ are contained in a letter and additional information that
| c I have received from Mr. Alfred McCoy, author of a forth-

coming book on heroin traffic in Southeast Asia. If these
- allegations are true, then the CIA is implicated in fostering
the drug traffic that ruins the lives of tens of thousands

of Americans.

I am writing to you today to request that you thoroughly
investigate Mr. McCoy's allegations. Since Mr. McCoy obtained
his information last summer, it ig imperative to determine
whether this kind of drug trafficking is still going on. A
pPrincipal unanswered question which the CIA must resolve is:
"At what level in the CIA were officials aware of this illicit
~drug traffic?", R

I hope that you will report tg¢
of your investigation.

: LA :Dbk | o ‘ ‘
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o auize LYTS

The dHoporabie Les Asoin
Houso of Represcntaiives
YWashington, . C. 20515

£

sar My, Aeplag

The Gongressional Record of June 27, 1972, carviea a luiier
addressed to e by you annsuncing vour velease of ' substantial now
svidence that indicates U. &, plicts Jying ClA operated belicoptess aave
baen smuggling oplum inside Lacs.”

3 have vel to receive your letter. FPending ibs veceipt, howover, 1
wil begin a thorough invaestigation of this allaged "uwew cvidence' and
&1 svise you in {lmz courss of the rosulis ‘

to your m‘é:i@..mi o the testimony of dr. Nelson Graas Senioy Asdvisor to
the Secrstary of Siate and Coordlastor foy Iiternativesl Narcolics wvallers,
before the Congressional Inguiry Regardiag International Narcsiics Tuailic
oo June 9, 1972, He there gucted the Aly Amerxica Maraging Oizvector’s
statement that My, Alired MeCov's allegation belore the Foreign Opova~-
tlons Subconunittes of tho Senata A pr@pr'a ions Committes thay Jir Amere
iva alveredt have beoen fransporting opiunn in Novthern Laos on & repuiay
s Mustoxly and sbsolulely klse.

o
o
®,

I the interim, I wish fe relferate sivongly wist I have suid pubidcly
b the Awmsarican Socleby of MNe i
Pheve is the avrant nonsense that the Central Intelligenca cspengy

s sornenow invoelved in the world drug trafilc, We axe nel. L5
athers, we ars as concerned nbout the lives of pur enlidrer enu
gfvr wichildren as ave sl ol vou, 28 an dgency, i foct, wo o

aavily mm:,ngs;d in tracing the foreign rools of the dieug tradac o
“ma Bureaw of Narcotics and ,,,a,,nw Fous Drugs.  Wa hope we ard
halping with a solution; wo know we are nol contributing o tie
problova.

[N

}w(_‘
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In addition, you wﬁh have no doubt noticed in the Conoressional & auovd
of June 2, 1971, that Congressman Charies Gubser cited o ledter vom
Miw. Jobn Imﬂe:r&scu Divector of the Bursey of Narcotics and Sangerous
Dwugs, sttosting to the fct that this Agency has taken a great number of

Eied L7

ateps against the narcotics trads,. Furiber, we have iasued the sitrongest
ingtyuctions, and have most vigoreusly enforced thern, o prolibis any
vammm use of CIA .fmci ities by narcotics smugplass.

ad

In the lght of these well-astablished positions, we fiad it disappoint-
ing to be subjscted o the type ox. pubiic allegafion reprosanted oy graduata
siudent MeCoy's assertions of 'new evideacs, ¥ the lancendo in which can
saly dishearton CIlA ﬁemmmcai of bhonor and integrity working agaiaat this
nafarious trade,

I bave taken the liberty of sonding a copy of this letter to Congress-
man CGubser because of his isterest in these malters.

Siacarely,

$3 Bictard delua

Bichard Helmas
Divgctosr

Distribution: ,
Original ~ Addressee (handcarried by OLC)
1 - Congressman Gubser (handcarried by CLC)
1 - DCI ‘

DDCI

ExDir

LR/E

OGO

- OLC

- CJFE

C/WARCOG/DDP

— =X

i

3

¥

]

i
i
i
i
i
1
3
\
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2. I ~7 The Director plans i¢ bring
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the addressees on the i:llowing
p e two questions:
_ a. Should a writter reply be
5. T T sent at this time?
b. If so, which of ihe attached
8 STAT is preferable?
7. i
R \/ JOHN M. M/,.URY /r
8. Legislative Chunsel
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Distribution:
10. I T 1T
STAT DDCI, OGC, DDP, D:i. DDS,
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DRAFT

22 August 1972

The Honorable Les Aspin
House of Representatives

Washington, D. C. 20515

My dear Mr., Aspin:

This is in reply to your letter of 27 June 1972 requesting that I
thoroughly investigate certain allegations by Mr. Alfred McCoy to the
effect that ""U.S. pilots flying CIA ~operated helicopters have been
smuggling opium inside Liaos.'" In response to your request, these
allegations have indeed been thoroughly investigated by this Agency.

These investigations have demonstrated that Mr. McCoy's charges are
false and that the evidence he put forward is not supported by the facts.

In support of his charges Mr. McCoy cites an item in the Washington
Post of 23 July 1971 by Flora Lewis claiming I told a secret congressional
hearing there had been CIA involvement in the illicit drug traffic but that
it had stopped. I can assure you there has ﬁever been any CIA involvement
in the drug traffic and I have never at any time stlated there was such
involvement.

I trust that these assurances will allay your concern regarding this

important matter. “‘S&‘ \ Sincerely,
,. ‘“\\-‘- ““?\Richard Helms

' Director
Approved For Release 2004/01/14 : CIA-RDP75B00514R000100230004-7
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DRAFT

The Honorable Les Aspin
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515
Dear Mr. Aspin:

In your letter to me of June 27, 1972, you requested
that I investigate certain allegations by Mr. Alfred McCoy
to the effect that "U.S. pilots flying CIA~operated heli-
copters have been smuggling opium inside Laos." These
allegations were contained in Section IV of an undated
paper sent to you by Mr. McCoy as an enclosure with a letter.
In my letter to you of June 28, 1972, I advised you that a
thorough investigation would be undertaken.

The findings of this investigation, which has now been
completed, are that the "new evidence" supplied by Mr. McCoy
is not "substantial” and that the allegations are unfounded.
My conclusion is that the CIA has at no time allied with,
abetted, or engaged in the narcotics traffic in Laos or any-
where else.

I note that the paper sent to you by Mr. McCoy guotes from
an article by Flora Lewis in the July 23, 1971, issue of

The Washington Post asserting: "Although only two months ago

CIA director Richard Helms adamantly denied there had been any
agency involvement in this traffic {Erug trade in Laoé], he

-

is now said to have told a secret Congressional hearing that

Approved For Release 2004/01/14 : CIA-RDP75B00514R000100230004-7
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there was involvement but it has stopped." I have no idea on
what grounds Miss Lewis made this statement nor have I made
any effort to ask her. I assure you that I made no such
statement in a secret héaring, in a public forum, or anywhere
else,
The CIA, fully aware of the cultivation and consumption
of opium in Southeast Asia, took steps from its earliest days
in the area to ensure that it would not be involved in any way
in narcotics. When narcotics in Southeast Asia became a matter
of concern to Americans as distinct from a local problem, the
CIA joined in a variety of U.S. Government programs to attack it.
As you know, since 1969, the U.S. Government has engaged
in a vigorous effort to stop the flow of opium and its deri-
vatives to U.S. personnel serving in the Southéast Asian theater
and to interdict the smuggling of narcotics into the United
States. The personnel of the CIA have contributed significantly
to this effort by providing intelligence support to law en-
forcement and diplomatic actions.

As the New York Times editorialized in its issue of

August 18, 1972, after a study of the "World Opium Survey 1972%"
"With the discouraging -- even dismaying -- facts now available,
- national debate about how to handle the problem can proceed
more'intelligently." I heartily agree with this sentiment and

hope that, instead of looking for scapegoats, the search for

Approved For Release 2004/01/14 : CIA-RDP75B00514R000100230004-7
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solutions to the tragic social problem of heroin addiction

can proceed intelligently and objectively. I am sure you

will agree that the CIA cannot be a party to this national
debate, which rests largely in the hands of public servants

such as yourself. You may be assured that the CIA will continue
to meet its responsibilities, regardless of thé false and
irresponsible accusations whick have been made against it.

Sincerely,

Richard Helms
Director

Approved For Release 2004/01/14 : CIA-RDP75B00514R000100230004-7
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DRAFT

The Honorable Les Aspin
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515
Dear Mr. Aspin:

In your letter to me of June 27, 1972, you requested
that I investigate certain allegations by Mr. Alfred McCoy
to the effect that "U.S. pilots flying CIA~operated heli-
copters have been smuggling opium'inside Laos." These
allegations were contained in Section IV of an undated
paper sent to you by Mr. McCoy as an enclosure with a letter.
In my letter to YOu of June 28, 1972, I advised you that a
'thorough investigation would be undertaken. In our investi-
gation we carefully reviewed past and present CIA activities
in-Laos. We also interviewed, among others, the three Laotian
individuals cited by name in Mr. McCoy's paper.

The findings of this investigation are that the "new
evidence" supplied.by Mr. McCoy is not "substantial" and
that the allegations are unfounded.

Before dealing with our specificé findings, let me
make one ébservation which may help to place this matter
in perspective. You will note from the recently published
"World Opium Survey 1972" that, in all likelihood, most of
the opium produced in Northwest Laos is consumed locally. As

Northeast Laos has been largely under hostile control for

Approved For Release 2004/01/14 : CIA-RDP75B00514R000100230004-7
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over two years, the production and distribution of opium
from that region is and has been beyond the control of the
Royal Lao Government.

Our specific findings are as follows:

As a result of our own investigation and after dis-
cussions with Air America officials, we have determined that
Air America flights into Long Pot were so infrequent that they
simply could not have supported any organized or substantial
movements of opium or its derivatives. Individual smuggling
attempts are always possible -~ asg they are on any airline --
but Air America has rules and procedures designed to prevent
any narcotics smuggling on its aircraft.

Mr. McZoy states in his paper to you that "Air America's
involvement /In transporting opium/ has been confirmed by
Gen. Ouane and by Gen. Thao Ma...." A senior CIA official
met with General Ouane Rathikoun on July 17, 1972, and again
on July 25, 1972, With regard to the alleged involvement of
Air America in opium trafficking, Ouane said on July 17 that
this was absolute nonsense. Ouane observed that it would
never have been necessary to use Air America given the avail-
ability of Royal Lao Airforce aircraft and commercial aircrart
moving freely within the country. .On July 25 Ouane reiterated
his position and went on to say that if McCoy is attributing

to him an allegation of Air America involvement in opium
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trafficking then McCoy is lying, and he (Gen Ouane) is
prepared to deny publicly and categorically the allegations
attributed to him by McCoy.

General Thao Ma was interviewed by a CIA officer on
July 24, 1972, and asked about possible Air America involve-
ment in opium trafficking. Ma stated that he had heard only
rumors of naréotics being carried on Air America aircraft
but that he personally knew of no actual instances of such.

In Mr. McCoy's paper to you he went on to summarize the

comments of one Ger Su Yang. This individual was invited

to an interview with a CIA officer on July 11, 1972, and he

came freely of his own accord. At no time during the con-
versation was he intimidated or threaténed by anyone present.
Ger Su Yang denied making the statement attributed to him by
Mr. McCoy. Our appraisal of Ger Su Yang, however, is that
his word is unreliable and that he might tell any interviewer,
including Mr. McCoy, what he felt the interviewer wished to
hear.»

Finally, the paper sent to you by Mr. McCoy also
quotes from an article by Flora Lewis in the July 23, 1971,

issue of The Washington Post asserting: "Although only

two months ago CIA director Richard Helms adamantly denied
there had been any agency involvement in this traffic lafug
trade in Laos/, he is now said to have told a secret Con-

gressional hearing that there was involvement but it has
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stopped." I have no idea on what grounds Miss Lewis made
this statement nor have I made any effort to ask her. I
assure you that I made no such statement in a secret hearing,
in a public forum, or anywhere else.

My.conclusion is that the CIA has at no time allied with,
abetted, or engaged in the drug traffic in Laos or anywhere
else.

The CIA, fully aware of the cultivation and consumption
of opium in Southeast Asia, £ook Steps from its earliest days
in the area to ensure that it would not be involved in any way
in narcotics. When narcotics in Southeast Asia became a
matter of concern to Americans as distinct from a local
problem, ths CIA joined in a variety of U.S. Government
pfograms to attack it.

As you know, since 1969, the U.S. Government_has en-
gaged in an unprecedented effort to stop the flow of ocpium
and its derivatives to U.S. personnel serving in the South-
east Asian theater and to .interdict the smuggling of narcotics
into the United States. The dedicated personnel of the CIA
have contributed significantly to this effort by providing
intelligence support to law enforcement and diplomatic
actions.

As the New York Times editorialized in itsg igssue of

August 18, 1972, after a study of the "world Opium Survey

1972:" "With the discouraging -- even dismaying -- facts
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now avallable, naticnal debate about how to handle the

problem cén proceed more intelligently." I heartily agree

with this sentiment and hope that, instead of looking for
scapegoats, the search for solutions to the tragic social
problem of heroin addiction can proceed intelligently and
objectively. I am sure you will agree that the CIA cannot

be a party to this national debate, which rests largely in

the hands of public servants such as yourself. You may be
assured that the CIA will continue to meet its responsibilities,

regardless of the false and irresponsible accusations which

have been made against it.

Sincerely,

Richard Helms
Director
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